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1.  GuildHE is one of the two formal representative bodies for Higher Education in the UK.  It 

is a Company Limited by Guarantee and a Charity.  It was founded in 1967 as the Standing 

Conference of Principals, registered as a company in 1992 and became GuildHE in 2006.  

GuildHE has 33 members/associate members.  These include publicly funded higher 

education providers, a smaller number of private providers of higher education plus some 

further education colleges offering higher education programmes.  The full list of members is 

at: http://www.guildhe.ac.uk/en/members-list/ 

 

2.   We are glad to have the opportunity to comment on the draft Guidance for UK higher 

education institutions on international students studying in the UK (draft for consultation 

published August 2011).  Please note that GuildHE has been involved in the work both 

though membership of the Scoping Group and through membership of the Advisory Group.  

These comments are therefore submitted from that perspective.  They represent general 

comments on the draft as presented for consultation – we have not attempted to comment 

on the detail of the draft.  The comments also reflect the pace of change in the higher 

education sector and the extent to which the ground has shifted (through the publication of 

the BIS White Paper on higher education and other changes) since the start of work on the 

guidance. 

 

3.  The comments made here fall into three areas. They are designed to be helpful but we 

would welcome the opportunity to discuss further if wished. 

 

i) We welcome the preparation of the guidance and the clarity with which the purposes of the 

guidance is established at the outset.  We also welcome the ‘student journey’ approach to 

the guidance and the clear sign posting of other sources of information.   

 

We understand also the rationale for adopting a broad definition of international students as 

‘non-UK ‘students recognising that the focus is on students who come to the UK to study on 

HE programmes, or parts of programmes, at UK HEIs physically based in the UK thus 

including students from other parts of the EEA as well as student from outside the EEA.   

 

http://www.guildhe.ac.uk/en/members-list/


However, in practice, given the impact of UK Border Agency requirements on non-EEA 

students entering the UK to study under the points based system, it may be helpful to bring 

out more clearly in the guidance the differences between EEA and non-EEA students and 

the extent to which these need to be taken into account by higher education providers.  

There are some references in the text to the need to reflect and allow for visa requirements, 

and the fact that any immigration or visa related advice should only be given by those 

appropriately trained for the purpose but it is suggested that these could be rather stronger 

in tone. UKBA requirements impact on students at the point of recruitment and entry to the 

UK, on the fees that they pay and  their ability to undertake paid work or even placements as 

in the course of their study, and their ability to go onto work or further study after graduation.  

In the worst cases, where students need to take resit examinations or repeat a year, visa 

requirements can impinge on the student’s ability to complete their programme of study.  

The consequences of getting it wrong can be very serious both for the students concerned 

and for the institutions in that highly trusted status under the UKBA’s register of sponsors for 

Tier 4 (general) students can be put at risk.  It would seem important therefore to ensure 

these differences are reflected in the text so as to ensure that as far as possible the 

implications of visa requirements are not overlooked and that clear information is made 

available to prospective and current students. 

 

ii)  Given the changes in the arrangements for institutional review of higher education 

institutions (and the proposed changes in arrangements for the review of higher education 

delivered in further education colleges)  and, in particular, the fact that information provided 

for prospective students will be subject to a formal judgment, it might be helpful to remind 

institutions of the need to be aware of that aspect in considering the information made 

available for international students, including information distributed through partners or 

agents. 

 

iii) The assumption has been – as reflected in the title of the draft guidance – that it is 

designed for those based in higher education institutions.  Although it is (helpfully) made 

clear that it is not intended to be part of the new Quality Code presumably it also applies to 

all QAA subscribers and those subject to other QAA review processes for the review of 

higher education in further education?  However, given the role QAA has now undertaken in 

educational oversight of other higher education providers for the purposes of UKBA 

requirements for the sponsors register, it might be helpful to spell out how far the guidance is 

intended to apply in those circumstances.  One possible approach might be to make it 

explicit that although the guidance was drafted with HEIs (or QAA subscribers?) in mind, 



other types of HE provider may find it helpful to draw on the guidance as a useful reference 

point in establishing their own policies and practice in respect of international students. 

[Note: In this context it may be helpful to note that UKBA restrictions in areas such as the 

way in which competence in English language is established on admission and the ability, or 

otherwise, of students to undertake paid employment differ between different kinds of higher 

education provider.] 
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